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Edmonston Sees 5" Consecutive Year of Reduced Crime
Crime Down 70% Since 2005

For the fifth year in a row the Edmonston Police Department is reporting substantial
reductions in crime. For 2010, overall crime is down 8%, fueled by a 12% reduction in
property crimes. At the end of each year, police departments must report their crime figures
to federal agencies for uniform crime reporting.

Since 2005 Edmonston is reporting a 69.65% reduction in overall crime. Crimes against
persons have fallen 44%, and crimes against property have fallen 72%. Although state and
county figures through 2010 were not available at the time of release, Edmonston’s overall
reductions of crime have outpaced county and state trends. For the years 2005-2009,
Prince George’s County total crime has fallen 35%, and the state has fallen 10%. Through
2009 Edmonston had seen a 67% reduction, and these new figures have brought that figure
several points higher.

Chief Walker of the Edmonston Police Department attributes these reductions to a three
main factors:

e An increase in visibility of Edmonston Police Officers through increased patrols and
the Chief’s “knock and talk” approach to community policing;

o High accessibility to the department including providing and advertising bilingual
services so all residents can feel comfortable picking up the phone to report
suspicious activity;

e Support from the community and Town Council, which has assisted in establishing
and maintaining a professional and effective police department with adequate
staffing, use of technology, and high standards and accountability.

“I could not be prouder of the progress we have made under Chief Walker” said Mayor
Adam Ortiz. “A 70% drop in crime is unheard of, and validates our highly inclusive approach
to community policing and commitment to professionalism and accountability.”

Chief Walker adds “| must praise our officer’'s hard work and dedication to law enforcement
and to the safety of the residents of our community” Without their commitment we would not
be experiencing such high reductions in crime. | must also praise the Mayor and Town
Council of Edmonston for their support of the police department and for their determination
in establishing a professional and effective police force.
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Edmonston Police - overall crime reduction from 2005 to 2009:
Prince Georges County Police - overall crime reduction from 2005 to 2009:
Statewide — overall crime reduction from 2005 to 2009:
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