KIDNAPPING & ABDUCTIONS EPD 432.1

	TITLE

KIDNAPPING & ABDUCTIONS
	PROCEDURE NUMBER

EPD432.1

	SECTION

OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES 
	NUMBER OF PAGES
3
	EFFECTIVE DATE

   10/22/2014
	REVIEW DATE


	X  NEW  ⁭  AMENDS   ⁭  RESCINDS
DATE:     
	CALEA CHAPTERS
41, 42, 81
	AUTHORITY
        Chief Stephen Walker  



I. PURPOSE
A.  This general order will describe the procedures for handling of, and notifications necessary for, kidnapping and abductions.
II. POLICY

A. The Department recognizes that Kidnappings and Abductions are serious crimes that the Department will commit its available resources to solving, to include the AMBER Alert System.
For any incident of a kidnapping or abduction that will exceed the response capability of the Department, the PGPD will be notified to assist or handle the investigation. In those incidences, Department Officers will assume a supporting role if requested to do so. 

III. DEFINITIONS
Abduction of a Child: The kidnapping of a minor under the age of sixteen for reasons of prostitution or sexual abuse or rape.
Kidnapping of a Child:
A person may not forcibly abduct, take, or carry away a child under the age of 12 years from:

1. the home or usual place of abode of the child; or

2. the custody and control of the child's 
parent or legal guardian;

(ii) without the consent of the child's parent or legal guardian, persuade or entice a child under the age of 12 years from:

1. the child's home or usual place of abode; or

2. the custody and control of the child's parent or legal guardian; or (iii) with the intent of depriving the child's parent or legal guardian, or any person lawfully possessing the child, of the custody, care, and control of the child, knowingly secrete or harbor a child under the age of 12 years.

(2) In addition to the prohibitions provided under paragraph (1) of this subsection, a person may not, by force or fraud, kidnap, steal, take, or carry away a child under the age of 16 years.
Kidnapping: The taking away of a person by force or fraud, usually to hold the person for ransom or in furtherance of another crime

V. PROCEDURES

A. Kidnapping - The employee receiving a kidnapping complaint shall attempt to obtain the following:

1. Name, address, and telephone number of the complainant.
2. Name, address, and description of the victim.
3. Location of the kidnapping.
4. Relationship of complainant to the victim.
5. Suspect information.
6. The availability of photographs.
7. Place the date and time on the recorded notes and sign the same and retain as evidence.
8. Once this information is obtained, the employee receiving the complaint will notify PSC.

9. Department officers will not respond to the scene of a kidnapping unless specifically directed to do so by PSC. Prior to dispatching a uniformed officer, PSC will have a District Investigator or plainclothes officer respond to the scene to verify the kidnapping.
10. If verified, the Department shall be notified. Patrol units shall remain clear of the location to keep marked cruisers out of the area. However, officers in marked cruisers may be dispatched to unrelated calls in the area.

11. Department Officers in marked cruisers may be dispatched to a kidnapping in-progress call by PSC. Terminology such as “kidnapping,” “hostage,” and “extortion” will not be broadcast over the radio. If the kidnapping is confirmed, the Department officer will do the following:

a. Provide PSC with a description of the

victim, kidnapper, vehicles, weapons and witnesses

b. Request the assistance of the County.
c. Remain available for directions from the investigator

12. When responding to a child kidnapping or abduction, officers shall obtain the same information required for a report of kidnapping and:

1. Verify custody of the victim
2. Consider broadcasting an AMBER Alert if the victim is a juvenile

VI. AMBER ALERT SYSTEM 
All of the following criteria must exist in order for the AMBER Alert system to be activated:
A. A verified child kidnapping or abduction.
B. Circumstances that indicate the child is in imminent danger of bodily harm or death.
C. A description of the child.
D. A description of the suspect or vehicle involved.
E. Likelihood that the child or suspect is in the broadcast area.
F.  A child kidnapping by a non-custodial parent does not usually meet the criteria for an AMBER alert to be issued. There must be reasonable suspicion that the parent intends to harm the child. Also see EPD 900.3 Missing Children/Amber Alert Plan.
VII. INITIATING AN AMBER ALERT 
The supervisor handling the incident shall:

A. Verify that the circumstances meet the criteria for an AMBER Alert

B. Request that an AMBER alert be issued through the MSP duty officer in Pikesville. Document name and ID number of MSP duty officer.
C. If PSC makes the request, the supervisor shall note the name and ID number of the PSC employee.
D. Notify the on-duty shift commander, and
E. A Department official as soon as practical.
End of Document
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