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I.  PURPOSE

The purpose of the Department’s Bicycle Patrol program is to provide direction for the Bicycle Patrol, deter criminal activity by increased visibility and enforcement. Bicycle patrols will provide officers the opportunity to be more interactive with the community.
II.   POLICY


The policy of the Department’s Bicycle Patrol program is to provide for high visibility patrol and crime prevention and to allow officers the opportunity to be more interactive with the community.

Bicycles are extremely effective in patrolling areas such as alleys, hiker-biker trails, paths and remote areas inaccessible to motorized patrol vehicles.  
III.   DEFINITIONS 
1. Bicycle Patrol Officer – a police officer that has been certified to operate an issued police bicycle owned and maintained by the Department.
2. Police Bicycle – is a bicycle owned by the Department and its assigned equipment.

3. Secured Bicycle – is a bicycle that is locked to a rack or other immovable object.

4. Standard Uniform – is the issued uniform worn by police officers of the Department. See EPD 1400.0
5. Bicycle Uniform – is the designated uniform for BPO’s. See EPD 1400.0
6. Inclement Weather - heavy rain; thunderstorms, lightening; snow, ice, extreme temperatures; or high winds (20+mph or more).

V. OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES
1. Officers will give the Captain or a designee 24 hours’ advance notice when they schedule a bicycle patrol. This will allow for proper staffing levels.  
2. While patrolling on the bicycle BPOs will diligently patrol those areas where known criminal activities have occurred in the past. Such places include breaking and entering; theft. Alley ways and park trails will be included in the patrols. 
3. The BPO will adhere to the rules governing the operation of bicycles according to the Transportation Article, including but not limited to subsection 21 subtitle 12 of that Article. Bicycles will not be operated in a knowingly unsafe manner.  

4. BPO’s will not discharge their firearms while operating a bicycle unless it is absolutely necessary in the defense of themselves or others. 
5.  BPO’s will exercise caution when operating portable radios and cell phones while the bicycle is in motion.  If needed, the bicycle should be stopped prior to utilizing a radio or cell phone. 
6. When Department bicycles are transported by a patrol vehicle, they will be attached to the bicycle rack.

7.  When on assignment, the patrol car will be parked near the center of the assigned bicycle patrol area.  When it is necessary to respond to a call while on bike patrol, the BPO will use the car if use of the bike is not practical.   

8. Bicycles will not be operated during periods of inclement weather.
9.  BPO’s will log the results of their bicycle patrols on their officer’s daily report (ODR).
V.  EQUIPMENT 

1. Officers assigned to bicycle patrol will use a Department issued bicycle equipped with a mounted headlight, authority device, locking device, luggage rack and bag.  Additional issued equipment to be carried by each officer includes:

*Reflective vest,

*Extra tire tube,

*Leavers with patch kit,

2. The following items are mandatory safety equipment items, to be worn by bicycle patrol officers when operating a police bicycle:

*ANSI or Snell certified bicycle helmet,

*Shatter proof eye protection, 

*Biking gloves, and

*Body armor. 
3. BPO’s will wear their issued bicycle patrol uniform when operating bicycles.
4. Unattended bicycles will be secured at all times. When not in use, they will be stored in the appropriate storage shed.  

5. Add-on accessories or equipment will not be permitted unless approved by Chief or a designee. 

VI. MAINTENANCE

1. It is the responsibility of the officer assigned to a specific police bicycle to ensure that all the required equipment is on the patrol bicycle and is in a condition that would not interfere with, or jeopardize, the safe operation of the police bicycle.

2.  BPO’s are responsible for the appearance and condition of their bicycles and equipment. Other than minor adjustments or repairs, maintenance will be performed by an approved contracted repair facility.  
VII. INSPECTIONS

1.  Bicycles and equipment will be considered a line item inspection. They should be inspected before each use for safety considerations. The Chief or a designee will conduct monthly inspections of bicycles and equipment. All recorded inspections will be secured and subject to review. 

VIII. TRAINING

1. The supervisor or designee will ensure that prior to being assigned to bicycle patrol officers receive MPTC approved bicycle training from a certified instructor. Recertification or refresher training will be scheduled as required. 
2. The Chief or a designee will maintain a list of all personnel that are certified to operate a police bicycle. 
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